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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The Olympic Delivery Authority has identified that they wish to use Leyton Marsh, in 
the south of the Lee Valley Park, to build a temporary Basketball Arena for use as a 
Games Time Training Venue. The Olympic Delivery Authority require exclusive use 
of the land for a period of approximately 5 months leading up to, and for the duration 
of, the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games. 

Officers have been in negotiation with the Olympic Delivery Authority on the terms of 
a licence for this activity and this paper outlines the terms of the proposed licence 
and the obligations the Olympic Delivery Authority must meet in relation to the site 
and public access. 

The paper also advises Members of the amount of income which will be generated 
by this use of the site and proposals for the possible use of that income. 

The paper seeks Members approval to enter into the licence for the sum detailed in 
the body of the report. 

RECOMMENDATION 

Members Approve: ( 1) that the Authority enters into a licence with the 
Olympic Delivery Authority for the exclusive use 
of Leyton Marsh for the period set out in 
paragraph 7 of this report; 

(2) the rental charge for this period of use and the 
proposed use of the income as set out in 
paragraphs 13 - 16 of this report; and 

(3) delegation to the Corporate Director of Parklands 
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and Venues to agree a further extension of the 
period of the licence if required and as set out in 
paragraph 13 of this report. 

1 The Authority was approached in March 2010 by the Olympic Delivery Authority 
(ODA) and the London Organising Committee for the Olympic and Paralympic 
Games (LOCOG) to consider the use of some of its' land for Games Time 
Training Venues (GTTVs). 

2 Provision of these GTTVs is a requirement of the International Olympic 
Committee (IOC). These venues replicate the competition facilities for each 
sport and are available to athletes during the period of the Games when they 
cannot train in the competition venues. There is a requirement that, as far as 
possibel, they are within 30 minutes drive of the Olympic Village in Olympic 
Park. 

3 The majority of London's GTTVs are within existing facilities that have been 
upgraded as part of the legacy of the Games. The ODA have been unable to 
find a suitable Basketball GTTV and have therefore identified Leyton Marsh as a 
suitable place to build a temporary Basketball training facility. 

LEYTON MARSH 

4 Leyton Marsh, to the rear of the Lee Valley Ice Centre (LVIC) on Lea Bridge 
Road, is owned by the Authority and is an area of land comprising 
approximately 7.25 ha (18 acres) . lt is a 20 minute drive from the Olympic 
Village. A plan of the proposed area is attached at Appendix A to this report for 
information and shows the extent of the land required. 

5 Leyton Marsh adjoins Walthamstow Marsh to the north which is a Site of Special 
Scientific Interest (SSSI) and has had Green Flag accreditation since 2007. 
This area will not be affected by the grant of this licence. 

6 Members have been made aware of and kept updated on the progress of the 
negotiations with the ODA on this licence through the bi-monthly reports on 
Income Generation and Business Development Opportunities to the Executive 
Committee. Negotiations have now reached the final stage with the licence 
almost ready for completion. 

LICENCE PERIOD 

7 The period of licence originally reported to Members was from 151 June 2012 
until151

h September 2012. However, the ODA have recently requested that the 
length of licence period is increased from 151 May 2012 until 151

h September 
2012. The additional time prior to the Games is needed for the preparation of 
the area and the construction of the venue. The proposed location of the venue 
and associated facilities is identified in Appendix B to this report. 

8 To minimise the effect of the closure of this area the ODA has to fulfil a number 
of obligations including:-

• In so far as possible, ensure public access and all footpaths be 
maintained or diverted around the perimeter of the licensed site, 
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enabling access routes to remain open to all other Regional Park sites 
and venues. 

• Ensure the ODA & LOCOG do not affect the normal operations of the 
LVIC, Springfield Marina and the Riding Centre during the duration of the 
exclusive use period. 

9 The annual schools Countryside Live event, managed in partnership with the 
Countryside Foundation for Education (CFE), will be unable to take place in 
2012 on Leyton Marsh if this licence is agreed as it is held during the third week 
of September. The event does not generate any income for the Authority (the 
Authority subsidises the event) but does attract approximately 2000 school 
children and 4,000 members of the public. 

10 The CFE are aware of this and are currently working with officers to identify 
other suitable sites. The WaterWorks Golf Course, located on the south of the 
Lea Bridge Road is currently being considered for the event for September 
2012. 

RENTAL FEE 

11 A rental fee of £65,000 was originally agreed with the ODA for the period 1st 
June - 151

h September 2012. This figure was arrived at through negotiation 
using the figure agreed between the Authority and the ODA for use of the 
Showground site in Broxbourne as a base line. 

12 In addition to the fixed rental fee, a daily rate of £250 per day was also agreed 
and provided for in the licence. This was in case the ODA required access to the 
site prior to the commencement date of 151 June 2012 or did not vacate the site 
by the end of the licence period of 15lh September 2012. 

13 Now that the ODA has made the request for the extended period commencing 
on the 151 May 2012 officers have re-negotiated the original fee on a pro-rata 
basis to £83,817. The daily rate of £250 remains should the ODA require earlier 
access to the site or request a later vacation date. At the moment, the ODA 
have not appointed consultants and so it is necessary to retain a certain amount 
of flexibility around the licence period. 

14 Members should also note that as part of the negotiations it has been agreed 
that if the ODA do not obtain planning permission they will have a right to 
terminate the licence. As previously reported to Members there will be a 
longstop date of 31 51 December 2011 until when they can exercise the 
termination right. However, under this provision the ODA will still be responsible 
for paying 50% (£41,908 ) of the licence fee to the Authority. 

USE OF LICENCE FEE 

15 lt is proposed that part of the receipt could be used for enhancements to public 
access in and around Leyton Marsh as set out in the recently revised version of 
the Walthamstow Marshes Landscape Design Framework. Potential projects 
could include: 

• New path along the Parish Boundary to the east of Leyton Marsh 
providing a new route into the Park from Walthamstow, linking the Lee 
Valley Pathway to an existing bridge across the Flood Relief Channel; 
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• extension of an existing boardwalk across Walthamstow Marsh (to the 
north of Leyton Marsh) to provide an all weather link between Sandy 
Lane and the Lee Valley Pathway; 

• upgrade an existing informal path route along the Flood Relief Channel 
to the south east of the Lee Valley Riding Centre to provide a fully 
accessible link between Lea Bridge Road and the Black Path;and 

• upgrade the existing Sandy Lane surface to a more vehicle resilient type. 

16 At this time these projects have not been designed or costed and the funding 
will not allow for all of these projects to be undertaken. At this stage they are 
included as examples of work that could be facilitated as a result of undertaking 
this licence with the ODA. Further design and costing work will be undertaken 
when the licence is formally completed to enable a decision to made on which 
projects to undertake. 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS 

17 Leyton Marsh is an area of rough ground intentionally left for open play and 
does not have an environmental designation. Any damage caused by LOCOG 
will, under the terms of the Licence, be fully repaired at their cost. 

18 The ODA will not be permitted access to any other area beyond the demise. 
Areas such as the SSSI at Walthamstow Marsh will not be affected. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

19 The financial implications are dealt with in the body of the report. As set out in 
paragraph 16 further design and costing work will be undertaken on the 
possible improvement projects for the area when the licence is formally 
completed. 

HUMAN RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

20 Officer time will be required to ensure that the ODA's obligations are adhered to 
but this can be managed from existing resources. 

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 

21 The legal implications are dealt with in the body of the report. 

RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 

22 lt is possible that users of the area and/or local residents may oppose these 
plans and that the Authority may suffer some PR!reputational damage from the 
granting of the licence for closure of this area of land from May - September 
2012. 

23 To manage this risk the licence sets out clear obligations for the ODA which 
include:-

• Restrictions on the hours of work; 
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• proactive engagement with local residents and users; and 
• consultation with the Authority on all media I press activity for this venue. 

Author: Dan Buck, 01992 709896, dbuck@leevalleypark.org.uk 

APPENDICES ATTACHED 

Appendix A 
Appendix B 

Proposed Licensed Land 
Proposed Basketball Arena & Associated Facilities Location 

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS 

LOCOG 

ODA 
GTTV 
IOC 
SS SI 
CFE 
LVIC 

London Organising Committee for the Olympic and Paralympic 
Games 
Olympic Delivery Authority 
Games Time Training Venue 
International Olympic Committee 
Site of Special Scientific Interest 
Countryside Foundation for Education 
Lee Valley Ice Centre 
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Proposed Lease to ODII., Leyton Marsh, Lea Bridge Road, l eyton E10 TOL DRAWN BY AAB 

c:J Leyton MarshCJ ODA lease ~Hard Surface 
Footpath 

lee Valey Reg.onal P<J\11 Author>ly 
Myddelton 1-bM. Bulb Crtm, 
Enrield. EN2 911G. 
Tel. 01992 71n1 1 
Fa 01992 788623 
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DATE 21 .03.11 E:3 Grass Palll t-- ---------l 
Footpath SCALE 1 2500 @ A4 
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PrnpOMd Leese to 00,6, la)'lon Minh, Laa Bridge Road, Layton, E10 7QL 

c:J L.eyton I.Wsh c:::::J ODA lea!IAI ~ LOCOG Proposal 

ORAWNBY MB 

DATE 05.04.11 

E3 Hard Surfa~ ~ Gran Path 
Footpath Footpa:h 

lee Veblllf ReglcnaJ Per\ All!Nlnty 
M)'l:lallflon Hollse. Butls Cross, 
Elllle!d EN2 gHG 
Tal 0 191}2 717711 
Fu. OUI92 7a9623 
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SCALE 1:2500@ A4 
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