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1. Introduction 
1.1. Instruction and scope 
Atkins Ltd has been instructed to undertake an ecological assessment of the potential impacts of a proposal 
at Leyton Marsh for a temporary basketball training venue. Existing information on the site and surrounding 
area has been collated and the proposals, which are described below in section 1.2, have been reviewed. 

1.2. Background and Description of Proposal 
In February 2007, an Environmental Statement was submitted by the Olympic Delivery Authority for The 
Olympic Park Site. The Ecology Chapter of the 2007 ES (Chapter 16) describes the ecological features of 
the Olympic Park site and the proposals. Planning permission was granted, subject to a series of conditions 
and obligations. 

The current proposal is for a temporary basketball training venue on land at Leyton Marsh. This site is 
approximately two miles north west of the Olympic Park. It lies within the Lee Valley Regional Park. While 
the site is described in some sources as the Leyton Marsh Sports Field, the Lee Valley Regional Park 
Authority has confirmed that the site has not been used as playing fields since 1994 (ODA 20111). The 
proposal is summarised below, and described in detail in the Planning, Design and Access Statement (ODA 
20112). The application site itself covers approximately 1.5 ha. This is shown by the red line boundary on 
Figures 1 and 2 in Appendix A. It is referred to within this report as the proposed development site. 

The application is for temporary use of the site between 1st March 2012 and 15th October 2012. The 
applicant would be responsible for restoring the site to its existing condition. The building footprint is shown 
on Figure 1, and would comprise three temporary buildings with road access to an existing track, and 
surface water drainage to the River Lee. There would be a Heras security fence around the site and there 
would be no exterior lighting. 

The area where temporary buildings would be placed would be subject to a topsoil skim, with deeper digging 
in one area for a storage pond (1.21 m depth over an area of 3.47 m x 2 m) and installation of an outflow 
pipe for surface water run-off to the River Lee. The site would be leased by licence from the Lea Valley 
Regional Park Authority (LVRPA). It is understood that £65,000 of the licence money will be spent by 
LVRPA on improvements to Leyton Marsh. The LVRPA have provided the following statement: 

"The Authority agreed a report to its Executive Committee on15th December 2011 that if planning 
permission is granted for this scheme, £65,000 of the rental income would be directly invested in a 
series of improvements to land adjacent to the site. These will include: 

• /Access improvements at the site entrance and along Sandy Lane for pedestrians and 
cyclists; 

• Management of the existing habitats around the Oxbow lake including additional tree and 
shrub planting; 

• An extension to the existing boardwalk to improve access across Walthamstow Marshes; 
and 

• Replacement of the existing benches and provision of additional benches, provision of 
an otter holt, nesting boxes for birds and bats". 

1 Olympic Delivery Authority (2011) Planning, Design and Access Statement. Leyton Marsh Games Time 
Temporary Basketball Training Venue. 
2 Olympic Delivery Authority (2011) Planning, Design and Access Statement. Leyton Marsh Games Time 
Temporary Basketball Training Venue. 
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The development sequence is set out in ODA 2011 as follows: 

" The site will he developed in the following sequence: 

• Installation of the perimeter fence; 

• Surface earth will be scraped and securely stored within the site; 
• Drainage works installed; 
• Surfacing will be laid; 

• Temporary buildings and structures will be erected 

After the Games the site will be dismantled as follows: 

• Temporary buildings and structures dismantled; 

• Hard surface broken out and removed from the site for recycling; 
• Drainage works removed; 
• Earth re-laid; 
• Site fully reinstated with seeding/grass." 

This assessment is based on the assumption that the structure will be installed in March 2012, and removed 
in autumn, prior to 15 October 2012, with restoration of the grassland and enhancement works on other 
areas within the Lee Valley. If the proposal alters or consideration is given to the retention of this feature in 
the longer term, further ecological assessment will be required. 

In some sources, the river that lies to the west of Leyton Marsh is referred to as the River Lee while in others 
it is called the River Lea or the River Lee Navigation. In this report, it is referred to as the River Lee, except 
where Lea forms part of site names, such as the Lea Valley Site of Metropolitan Importance for Nature 
Conservation. 
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2. Methodology 
2.1. Desk Study and Review 
The Multi-Agency Geographic Information for the Countryside (MAGIC) website (www.magic.defra.gov.uk) 
and the Nature on the Map website (www.natureonthemap.naturalengland.org.uk) were searched for 
information on statutory designated sites of nature conservation importance (such as Sites of Special 
Scientific Interest and Local Nature Reserves) within 1 km around the application site. The search area was 
extended to 2 km for internationally designated sites. 

Ordnance Survey maps were used to identify water bodies which could potentially be used as breeding 
ponds for great crested newts within 500 m of the centre of the application site. Any ponds that are 
separated from the application site by barriers have been discounted. Great crested newts are a European 
protected species and can use suitable terrestrial habitat up to 500 m from a breeding pond. Aerial photos 
were also reviewed where available using the internet (Google maps3). 

Records of non-statutory sites of nature conservation importance and notable species within 1 km of the 
central site grid reference were obtained from Greenspace Information for Greater London (GiGL). Notable 
species include those which are legally protected, priority species listed in the UK or local Biodiversity Action 
Plan (BAP) or species which are rare or endangered at a national or county level. Records were also 
provided by LVRPA. 

2.2. Field Survey 
An ecological survey of the application site and habitats immediately adjacent to the application site was 
undertaken by two Atkins Ecologists following the 'Extended Phase 1' methodology as set out in Guidelines 
for Baseline Ecological Assessment (Institute of Environmental Assessment, 1995). The surveyors were 
Claire Wansbury MA MSc FIEEM CMLI CEnv and Keith Thomas MEnvSci. The survey covered the 
proposed development site and also habitats adjacent to it. 

The extended Phase 1 habitat survey provides information on the habitats in the survey area and assesses 
the potential for notable species to occur in or adjacent to the survey area. Plant names recorded in this 
survey follow New Flora of the British Isles (3rd edition, Stace 2010). During the site visit and walkover 
survey, the following preliminary investigations were also undertaken in respect of the presence of legally 
protected species: 

• Assessment of suitable habitats within the application site for nesting birds; 
• Assessment of suitable habitats within the application site for bats; 
• A search for signs of badger activity including setts, tracks, scrapes and latrines within the 

application site and up to 50 m outside the application site (where access allowed); 
• Assessment of the application site for its potential to be used by reptiles; 
• An assessment of terrestrial habitat suitability for amphibians including great crested newts; 
• Assessment of suitable habitats within the application site for dormice; 
• Assessment of potential for water voles and otters; and 
• A search for invasive plant species. The list of invasive plant species included on Schedule 9 of the 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) is extensive and these plants are found in a range 
of different habitats, including aquatic habitats. The extended Phase 1 survey checked, in particular, 
for the presence of Japanese knotweed, giant knotweed, hybrid knotweed, giant hogweed, 
rhododendron and Himalayan balsam. 

During the site visit, the surveyors met with Cath Patrick, Senior Conservation Officer of LVRPA, who 
provided some background on the site's management and discussed the plans for enhancement after site 
restoration. 

3 www.googlemaps.com 
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2.3. Survey Limitations 
Ecological surveys are limited by factors which affect the presence of plants and animals such as the t ime of 
year, migration patterns and behaviour and therefore the ecological survey of the application site may not 
have produced a complete list of plants and animals and the absence of evidence of any particular species 
should not be taken as conclusive proof that the species is not present or that it will not be present in the 
future. 

The site survey was undertaken at a sub-optimal season, particularly for botanical survey. In particular, the 
absence of evidence of invasive plant species does not demonstrate their absence from the site. However, 
in combination with the review of existing information, the results of the ecological survey are considered 
sufficient to allow evaluation of nature conservation value, assessment of the significance of potential effects 
that may arise from the proposals and the consideration of appropriate mitigation measures. 

2.4. Assessment of Impacts 
This assessment has been undertaken with reference to current best practice and in particular the 
'Guidelines for Ecological Impact Assessment in the United Kingdom' (Institute of Ecology and 
Environmental Management, June 2006). The methodology used is explained below. The categories used 
to define significance of impact differ from those in the IEEM guidance. This has been done to follow the 
same approach as the original 2007 ES for the Olympic Park. The categories are defined below in Table 1. 
In the IEEM guidelines on EclA in the UK4 the nature conservation value or potential value of an ecological 
feature is determined within a defined geographic context: 

• International value (e.g. Special Areas of Conservation, Special Protection Areas); 
• National value (e.g. Sites of Special Scientific Interest); 
• Regional value (e.g. important features in Natural England Natural Areas); 
• County value (e.g. designated Sites of Metropolitan Importance); 
• District / Borough value (e.g. designated Sites of Borough Importance); 
• Local value (e.g. significant ecological features such as old hedges, woodlands, ponds); 
• Important within the site and immediate environs e.g. habitat mosaic of grassland and scrub (i.e. 

within the zone of influence only); 
• Negligible value would usually be applied to areas such as built development or areas of intensive 

agricultural land. 

It should be noted that it is usual to consider habitats and species together when ascribing a value to a 
feature using this geographic context. However, there are circumstances in which an ecologist may feel it 
necessary to assign a value to a particularly valuable species. In assigning value to species it is necessary to 
consider the species distribution and status including a consideration of trends based on available historical 
records and to make use of any relevant published evaluation criteria. For instance, the presence of a 
significant population of European protected species such as bats may be worth separate consideration. 

The assessment of the likely significant effects of the proposed development needs to take into account both 
on-site impacts and those that may occur to adjacent and more distant ecological features. Impacts can be 
positive or negative. Negative impacts may include: 

• Direct disturbance to species from noise, light or other visual stimuli; 
• Direct loss of wildlife habitats; 
• Fragmentation and isolation of habitats; 
• Changes to key habitat features; 
• Changes to the local hydrology, water quality and/or air quality. 

Negative and positive impacts on nature conservation features have been characterised based on predicted 
changes as a result of the proposed activities. In order to characterise the impacts on each feature, the 
following parameters are taken into account: 

4 IEEM (2006) Guidelines for Ecological Impact Assessment in the UK, Institute of Ecologists and 
Environmental Managers, UK 
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• The magnitude of the impact; 
• The spatial extent over which the impact would occur; 
• The temporal duration of the impact; 
• Whether the impact is reversible and over what time frame; 
• The timing and frequency of the impact. 

The assessment identifies those positive and negative impacts which would be significant, based on the 
integrity and the conservation status of the ecological feature. Impacts are unlikely to be significant where 
features of local value or sensitivity are subject to small scale or short-term impacts. Where there are a 
number of small scale impacts that are not individually significant, these may still result in an overall 
significant cumulative impact. 

The integrity of defined sites is described in the IEEM guidelines as follows, and has been used in this 
assessment to determine whether the impacts of the proposals on a designated site are likely to be 
significant: 

'The integrity of a site is the coherence of the ecological structure and function across its whole area 
that enables it to sustain the habitat, complex of habitats and/or the levels of populations of the 
species for which it was classified'.5 

The conservation status of habitats and species within a defined geographical area (see above) is described 
as follows, and has been used in this assessment to determine whether the impacts of the proposals on non-
designated habitats and species are likely to be significant: 

• For habitats, conservation status is determined by the sum of influences acting on the habitat and its 
typical species, that may affect its long term distribution, structure and functions as well as the long 
term survival of its typical species within a given geographical area; 

• For species, conservation status is determined by the sum of influences acting on the species 
concerned that may affect the long term distribution and abundance of its population within a given 
geographical area. 

For the purposes of this assessment, significance of effects have been categorised as major, moderate, 
minor and negligible according to criteria set out in Table 1 below. The definitions are based on those used 
in the 2007 Olympic Park ES. Effects can be positive or negative. These subdivisions scale impacts 
according to the nature conservation value of the feature being assessed and the magnitude or scale of the 
impact. Consideration is also given to cumulative impacts on receptors. In Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) terminology, Major and Moderate Impacts would be considered 'significant' while Minor 
and Negligible Impacts would not. 

Table 1 Ecological Significance Criteria 

Significance of 
Impact 

Integrity / conservation status 

Major negative Permanent or long-term negative and / or large scale / large magnitude negative 
impact on integrity and / or conservation status on feature of County or greater value 

Moderate 
negative 

Temporary and / or small scale / small magnitude negative impact on integrity and / or 
conservation status on feature of National or greater value 

Short or medium term and / or moderate scale / moderate magnitude adverse impact 
on integrity and / or conservation status on feature of County or greater value 

Permanent or long-term and/or large scale / large magnitude adverse impact on 
integrity and / or conservation status on feature of District value 

5 I E E M (2006) Guidelines for Ecological Impact Assessment in the UK, Institute of Ecologists and 
Environmental Managers, UK 
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Significance of 
Impact 

Integrity / conservation status 

Minor negative Temporary and / or small scale / small magnitude adverse impact on integrity and / or 
conservation status on feature of District or County value 

Adverse impacts on integrity and / or conservation status on feature of local / Site 
value 

Negligible Neutral impact on integrity and / or conservation status 

Minor positive Temporary and / or small scale / small magnitude positive impact on integrity and/or 
conservation status of District or County value 

Beneficial impacts on integrity and / or conservation status on feature of local / Site 
value 

Moderate positive Temporary and / or small scale / small magnitude positive impact on integrity and / or 
conservation status on feature of National or greater value 

Short or medium term and / or moderate scale / moderate magnitude positive impact 
on integrity and / or conservation status on feature of County or greater value 

Permanent or long-term and / or large scale / large magnitude beneficial impact on 
integrity and / or conservation status on feature of District value 

Major positive Permanent or long-term and / or large scale / large magnitude positive impact on 
integrity and / or conservation status on feature of County or greater value 
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3. Results 
In this section of the report, the current baseline conditions are discussed. Nature conservation designations 
are described, followed by a description of the terrestrial and aquatic habitats. Individual species or species 
groups are then discussed. A summary of relevant legislation for key sites and species discussed in this 
section is provided in Appendix B. 

3.1. Nature Conservation Designations 
There are two statutory designated sites within 1 km of the Leyton Marsh site. These are Walthamstow 
Marshes Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSl) and Springfield Park Local Nature Reserve (LNR). 

Walthamstow Marshes SSSl is directly adjacent to Leyton Marsh. It lies upstream of it to the north. Its 
boundary in relation to the proposed development site is shown on Figure 1 (Appendix A). The SSSl is 
dominated by fen vegetation, a Biodiversity Action Plan priority habitat. The citation for this SSSl is provided 
in Appendix C. 

Springfield Park LNR lies to the west of the SSSl, which separates it from Leyton Marsh. The LNR is an 
amenity parkland. It was declared primarily on geomorphological grounds, with landforms associated with 
an ephemeral spring line and in demonstrating the Quaternary history of the River Lea, with an additional 
ecological interest. It is also of value for education and informal enjoyment of nature. 

Within 2 km to the north is Walthamstow Reservoirs SSSl, which forms part of the Lee Valley Special 
Protection Area (SPA) / Ramsar site. Walthamstow Reservoirs SSSl lies beyond Walthamstow Marshes to 
the north and upstream. The nearest point of this designated site lies over 1 km from the proposed 
development site. 

There are three non-statutory Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation within 1 km of the development 
site. These are the Lea Valley Site of Metropolitan Importance for Nature Conservation (SMINC), Springfield 
Pprk Site of Borough Grade I Importance for Nature Conservation and Millfields Recreation Ground Site of 
Borough Grade I Importance for Nature Conservation. 

The River Lee and Walthamstow Marshes form part of a larger area designated as the Lea Valley SMINC 
(referred to as a Principal Site of Nature Conservation in the Waltham Forest Unitary Development Plan). 
This SMINC adjoins Leyton Marsh to the north and west and includes some rough grassland within it. Its 
boundary in relation to the proposed development site is shown on Figure 1. The description of this 
designated site is provided in Appendix D. 

Springfield Park SBINC is described above, as the local non-statutory designation covers the LNR. Millfields 
Recreation Ground SBINC is a large recreation area divided by Lea Bridge Road. Areas within have been 
planted with native trees and scrub species. It is to the west of Leyton Marsh, from which it is separated by 
the Lea Valley SMINC. 
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3.2. Habitats 
The proposed development site is shown by the red line boundary on Figure 2 in Appendix A. The survey 
area extends beyond this to include the rest of the grassland and adjacent habitats. 

While the site is described in some sources as the Leyton Marsh Sports Field, the Lee Valley Regional Park 
Authority has confirmed that the site has not been used as playing fields since 1994 (ODA 20116). It is 
bounded by the River Lee and trees to the west, beyond which is built development. To the north is the 
meadow and fen vegetation of Walthamstow Marshes SSSI. To the east is the Lee Valley Pathway, with the 
Lee Valley Riding Centre beyond. To the south is the Lee Valley Ice Centre, beyond which is Lea Bridge 
Road, the A104. 

The habitats on the site are shown on Figure 2. The survey site is dominated by mown grassland, with 
areas of rough grassland around the edges. 

The Atkins site survey was undertaken in January, outside the season for botanical survey. However, the 
findings correlate with those of a survey undertaken as part of a wider study of open habitat areas across the 
local part of Waltham Forest in July 2004. The results of that survey were provided in the GiGL desk study 
results. These results indicate that the survey site was dominated by amenity grassland with areas of 
neutral grassland, scrub, scattered trees, ruderal vegetation and 'roughland' (a term used in the London 
Wildlife Habitat Survey system to denote a mixture of scrub, semi-improved neutral grassland and tall herbs). 

3.2.1. Grassland 
The survey site is dominated by mown amenity grassland. This is a common species-poor grassland type 
typical of areas that are regularly mown for amenity use. Around the edges, particularly the western and 
eastern edges of the field, the grassland has been left unmown for some years. In these areas the 
grassland is developing a rougher structure and in some places scrub and ruderal ('weedy') plants such as 
common nettle (Urtica dioica) and creeping thistle (Cirsium arvense) are becoming established. The 
grassland appears more species-rich in the rough grassland strips. Some plants would not be visible in 
January, but a list of the grassland plants noted during the site walkover is provided in Appendix E. 

3.2.2. Scrub and trees 
Within the survey site, scrub is limited to a few small areas. There are areas of scrub or trees to all sides of 
the grassland. To the north, there is a bank down to Walthamstow Marshes SSSI, with scattered areas of 
scrub and individual mature trees on it. To the east there is a band of scrub which separates the grassland 
from the Lee Valley Pathway. To the south, there is a band of dense and scattered scrub with some mature 
trees and recent planting, which separates the grassland from the Lee Valley Ice Centre and the grassland 
and road beyond it. To the south west, there is an area of scrub and mature trees on and surrounding a 
backwater of the River Lee. There are two small trees adjacent to the access road, north of the Lee Valley 
Ice Centre. The tips of some of these trees' branches overhang the edge of the track. Along the western 
edge of the survey site, there is a bank down to the towpath by the River Lee and there is scrub on this bank. 
Scrub and trees are dominated by native species. 

3.2.3. Hard surfaces and footpaths 
Along the western edge of the grassland there is an existing single track road. At the time of the survey its 
predominant use was by walkers but occasional vehicles and one horse rider were seen. Along the southern 
edge there is a surfaced footpath. 

Footpaths have been mown through the rough grassland along the northern and eastern edges of the sports 
field, but these just support amenity grassland and have not been covered by a hard surface. 

6 Olympic Delivery Authority (2011) Planning, Design and Access Statement. Leyton Marsh Games T ime 
Temporary Basketball Training Venue. 
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During the site visit in January 2012 the site was used by pedestrians, predominantly dog walkers. These 
used the footpaths but also walked across the site through the amenity grassland. 

3.2.4. River 
The western edge of the sports ground is formed by the River Lee. The banks of the river are engineered 
and comprise concrete walls. The eastern bank of the river contains a towpath and is used for mooring 
narrow boats. Beyond the river to the west there is built development. 

To the south west of the grassland there is a narrow backwater, which is heavily shaded by scrub and trees. 

3.3. Species 
This section of the report provides the results of the desk study and the assessment of potential for legally 
protected and other notable species made during the site survey. 

3.3.1. Bats 
GIGL data did not contain any bat records for the survey site. There are two records of a pipistrelle bat 
(Pipistrellus sp.) about 250 m to the south west and records of both common and soprano pipistrelles (P. 
pipistrellus and P. pygmaeus) about 450 m to the south. There are numerous records of bats from locations 
between 500 m and 1 km from the site. These include common and soprano pipistrelles, Daubenton's bat 
(Myotis daubentonii), Natterer's bat (M. nattereri), noctule (Nyctalus noctula), Nathusius's pipistrelle (P. 
nathusii) and unidentified species of bat. 

The survey site provides limited opportunities for roosting bats. The area of the proposed development does 
not contain any features offering potential roosting sites. There are mature and over-mature trees in the 
woodland area in the south west, adjacent to the River Lee, and mature trees on the northern and southern 
edges of the field. These have moderate potential to provide roosting sites. 

The short mown amenity grassland would provide poor foraging habitat for bats as it would support a limited 
range of invertebrates. The areas of scrub, the river and the rough grassland would provide foraging habitat. 
The lines of scrub and trees and the river would also provide linear features likely to be used by 'commuting' 
bats moving between their roosting sites and foraging areas. 

3.3.2. Water voles and otters 
GIGL data did not contain any records of water vole (Arvicola amphibius) or otter (Lutra lutra) for the River 
Lee close to the survey site. There are records for water vole for sites approximately 300 m and 550 m to 
the north east. There is also a record of an otter for a site approximately 300 m to the north east. There is 
also a record of American mink, an invasive species that preys on water voles, for a site approximately 300 
m north east. 

The area of the proposed development does not contain any habitat suitable for either species. The eastern 
bank of the River Lee, adjacent to Leyton Marsh has a hard concrete edge unsuitable for water voles. It did 
not contain any features that could provide sheltering sites for otters. 

To the south west, the area of woodland by the river is not open to public access and contains an area that is 
almost an island, surrounded by the river itself and the backwater. Viewing this area from the bridge across 
the river, no features with potential for sheltering otters were noted. 

3.3.3. Other mammals 
GIGL data did not contain any records of other legally protected or notable mammals, such as badgers 
{Metes metes). 

No evidence of badger activity was found within the proposed development site or adjacent areas. The 
relative isolation and urban setting of the scrub areas and the lack of local records means they are highly 
unlikely to support dormouse (Muscardinus avellanarius). The mown amenity grassland would be of limited 
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value for foraging mammals. The scrub and rough grassland could contribute to the foraging habitat of small 
mammals such as mice and hedgehogs (Erinaceus europaeus) - a Biodiversity Action Plan priority species). 

3.3.4. Birds 
GIGL data did not contain any species records for the survey site itself. A long list of bird records was 
provided for the desk study search area, predominantly for the nature reserves in the local area. These 
include birds likely to be breeding, wintering and migrant through the Lee Valley. 

The mown amenity grassland at the survey site is of negligible potential value to birds. There are some 
species, such as geese, which will forage in mown fields, but the field's regular use by dog walkers would 
make it highly unlikely to be of value to such birds. The scrub and trees around the edges of the field are 
suitable for common birds. The rough grassland would contribute to foraging habitat for seed-eating birds 
such as house sparrows (Passer domesticus) and potentially also kestrel (Falco tinnunculus) hunting for 
small mammals. The rough grassland has a physical structure suitable for skylark (Alauda arvensis), a 
ground-nesting bird. In the past, it is understood that there were breeding skylark in the area of 
Walthamstow and Leyton Marshes but they have not bred for at least the past seven years (Cath Patrick, 
LVRPA pers. comm. to C Wansbury of Atkins). 

3.3.5. Reptiles and amphibians 
GIGL data did not contain any records of reptiles or amphibians for the survey site itself. There are records 
of grass snakes (Natrix natrix) for sites within 500 m to 1 km from the proposed development site. There are 
also records of common toad (Bufo bufo) and common frog (Rana temporaria). In addition, it is understood 
that Walthamstow Marshes supports some common species, including an introduced alien species of marsh 
frog (Cath Patrick, pers. comm.). Walthamstow Marshes would also provide suitable habitat for common 
reptiles such as grass snakes. 

The Ordnance Survey map does not show any water bodies apart from the rivers within 500 m of the 
proposed development site. However, Walthamstow Marshes SSSI contains ditches and one pond within 
500 metres of the proposed development site. The pond is approximately 250 m from the nearest point of 
the proposed development area and the nearest ditch is about 120 m from it. GiGL data did not contain any 
records of great crested newts (Triturus cristatus) within 1km. LVRPA does not have records of great 
crested newts within the SSSI. Natural England were asked whether they might hold records of great 
crested newts for the site that were not held by GiGL, but they advised that they had no information and 
referred Atkins to LVRPA. The ditches and pond within the SSSI held water in January 2012, although it is 
understood that the water level varies greatly through the year (Cath Patrick, pers. comm.). These water 
bodies are not shaded but they are dominated by emergent vegetation, particularly bulrush (Typha latifolia). 
While there are no records of great crested newts, the habitats within the SSSI do have theoretical potential 
to support this species. 

The short amenity grassland that dominates the proposed development site would have negligible potential 
to provide foraging habitat for reptiles or amphibians. The rough grassland does not have a dense, tussocky 
structure, so it would not be optimal habitat for reptiles or amphibians. However, in combination with the 
areas of scrub it would provide suitable foraging habitat for reptiles and amphibians, particularly in the east of 
the survey site, where the scrub and rough grassland are adjacent. The rough grassland in the west of the 
survey site is less suitable, as it is more isolated, with the track on its western side and mown grassland to 
the east. 

3.3.6. Other species - Invertebrates and fungi 
GIGL data did not contain any species records for the survey site itself. There is an extensive list of moths 
for a site about 500 m to the south east, likely to be the Waterworks nature reserve. There is also a record 
of signal crayfish (Pacifastacus leniusculus), an invasive alien species, for a site approximately 300 m to the 
north east. 

The scrub, trees and rough grassland at the edges of the survey site will support a variety of common 
invertebrates. The field does not contain uncommon habitats with potential to support a highly valuable 
invertebrate community. 
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The mown amenity grassland has little potential as habitat for any species group. However, the surveyors 
noted the 'fairy rings' of darker grass indicating the presence of fungi within the grassland root system. 
Anecdotal evidence provided to the project planner indicates that common edible species of fungi are 
present in the field (Nick Finney, pers. comm.). 

3.3.7. Invasive plants 
GIGL provided a list of plants from the London Invasive Species Initiative's lists for locations within 1 km of 
the proposed development site. Amongst these, the following species listed on Schedule 9 of the Wildlife 
and Countryside Act, and therefore subject to special legal control (see Appendix B) were recorded: water 
fern (Azolla filiculoides), floating pennywort (Hydrocotyle ranunculoides), New Zealand pigmyweed (Crassula 
helmsii), giant hogweed (Heracleum mantegazzianum), Japanese knotweed (Fallopia japonica), and 
cotoneaster. 

No evidence of invasive plants was noted within or adjacent to the proposed development site. While the 
absence of evidence in January is not conclusive, it is likely that some evidence of the more widespread 
terrestrial invasive plants, such as Japanese knotweed, would be visible if they were present. 
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3.4. Valuation of Features and Identification of Potential 
Ecological Receptors 

The Walthamstow Marshes, to the north of the survey area, are designated as an SSSI. They are therefore 
a feature of National value. Beyond this, the Walthamstow Reservoirs are included within an SPA and 
Ramsar site and are therefore of International value. 

The River Lee and the adjacent rough grassland have been included within the Lea Valley Site of 
Metropolitan Importance for Nature Conservation and are therefore part of a feature of County value. In the 
wider area, Springfield Park and Millfields Recreation Area are of importance in the context of the Borough. 

The rough grassland, scrub and trees within and outside the SMINC have potential to contribute to the 
habitat of bats, common birds, reptiles and amphibians, and add ecological diversity to the survey site. They 
are therefore of value in the context of the site. Edible fungi have been reported on the site. While the 
habitats are not likely to support species of nature conservation value, this is still of potential importance to 
local residents, and will therefore be assessed in this report. 

The majority of the development site comprises grassland of negligible nature conservation value. 

Within this context, the following ecological receptors are considered: 

• Designated sites; 

• Other habitats; 
• Bats; 
• Water voles and otters; 
• Birds; 
• Reptiles and amphibians; 
• Edible fungi. 
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4. Review of Proposals - Potential 
Impacts and Mitigation 

Atkins Ltd has reviewed the proposal for a temporary basketball practice venue. In this section of the report, 
potential impacts are identified and, if appropriate, mitigation is described. All the mitigation measures 
described in this report have been agreed by the client. 

An assessment of the impacts of the proposed venue on ecological receptors is provided for both Installation 
/ Decommissioning and Operation phases. At the end of this section, opportunities for enhancement are 
discussed; these are measures that go beyond mitigation for impacts and which would result in 
improvements to the existing value for wildlife. 

4.1. Designated Sites 

4.1.1. Installation I decommissioning 
Walthamstow Marshes SSSl is directly adjacent to the survey site. Its boundary in relation to the proposed 
development site is shown on Figure 1 (Appendix A). The development will not impinge on the SSSl and 
would be downstream of it. No potential impacts on the SSSl have been identified, although due to its 
proximity to the scheme, measures have been recommended to avoid accidental damage. Natural England 
was consulted prior to submission of the planning application and as part of the formal consultation process 
and have confirmed that they have no comments regarding the SSSl (Appendix F). 

The River Lee and Walthamstow Marshes form part of a larger area designated as the Lea Valley SMINC. 
This SMINC adjoins the survey site to the north and west. Its boundary in relation to the proposed 
development site is shown on Figure 1. The proposed development impinges on the designated site. The 
access to the site would be via an existing track and it is understood that no works would be done on this 
track. However, a new temporary surface-water outflow pipe would be installed, draining into the River Lee 
and two new temporary tracks would cut through the rough grassland including in the SMINC to link the 
venue with the existing track. 

The rough grassland is not one of the key features for which the SMINC was selected, but it contributes to 
the wider habitat mosaic. The locations of the tracks and outfall pipe have been selected to minimise loss of 
habitat. No scrub or trees would be affected. As far as possible, the tracks and pipes have been designed 
to follow informal paths where the grassland is shorter. This means that the pipe and, in part, the southern 
track pass through areas with a character more of amenity grassland than rough semi-improved grassland. 
At the river bank, the outfall would be installed in an area where the bank is concrete and inland habitat has 
been cleared for installation of a new access ramp to the bridge. 

Due to the loss of habitat within the SMINC and the proximity of the SSSl, mitigation measures have been 
recommended, and agreed by the applicant. 

Prior to any works on site, a toolbox talk will be given to all individuals working on the site as part of their 
standard health and safety and site induction talk. This will ensure that all workers are aware of the sensitive 
nature of the local area and the location of the boundary of the SSSl. A draft for this talk is provided in 
Appendix G. 

Where work is required close to existing trees or within the boundary of the SMINC, high-visibility temporary 
fencing will be used to mark the working area and reduce risks of accidental damage. All work close to trees 
will follow the guidance in BS 5837:2005 Trees in Relation to Construction on tree works. 

There will be stringent adherence to the Environment Agency Pollution Prevention Guidelines for any works 
that could affect watercourses, with particular reference to PPG1 (general guide to the prevention of water 
pollution), PPG5 (works in near or liable to affect watercourses), PPG6 (working at construction and 
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demolition sites) and PPG21 (pollution incident response planning). All of these PPG documents are 
available on the EA website7. 

An ecologist will be present during vegetation clearance in the rough grassland area and close to the river. 
While no invasive plants were noted in the working area in January 2012, the ecologist would check again 
for such evidence prior to the start of works. The ecologist would also check for reptiles and amphibians 
(see below) and be available to provide advice during vegetation clearance. The project ecologist's contact 
details would be provided to the construction site manager, so that advice could be obtained if any 
unexpected species were encountered or queries arose. 

Turf removed when the trench is dug for the pipeline will be placed to one side and replaced once the 
pipeline has been installed. 

Where topsoil needs to be removed, the existing topsoil will be stored on site and replaced in situ. The 
existing topsoil will be stored following current best practice for the height of any storage mounds. Topsoil 
removed from the area of rough grassland within SMINC will be stored separately from that from the amenity 
grassland area. 

After the buildings and hardstanding have been removed in autumn 2012 the topsoil will be re-spread and 
reseeded. A mixture of native grassland species will be used. A suitable mixture will be agreed in advance 
with the LVRPA, so that an appropriate balance can be reached between taking opportunities to enhance 
plant species diversity through using a species-rich seed mixture and creating new grassland of similar 
appearance to the existing mown vegetation and so that any enhancement can be taken into account in the 
future management of the grassland. 

Due to the distance of the other designated sites from the proposed works, no impacts are predicted. The 
temporary basketball practice venue will be used by athletes and support staff but will not be open to the 
public. There is no reason that its presence will be likely to attract additional public visitors to the local area. 
Walthamstow Reservoirs SSSI (part of Lee Valley SPA / Ramsar site) is over 1 km upstream of the proposed 
development site, separated from it by Walthamstow Marshes SSSI. Springfield Park LNR is almost 1 km 
upstream, separated from it by Walthamstow Marshes SSSI and the river. Millfields Recreation Ground 
SBINC is about 200 m from the proposed development site, separated from it by the River Lee. 

With the mitigation measures set out above, the overall impact of the proposals on designated sites will be 
neutral. 

4.1.2. Operation 
The River Lee is part of the Lea Valley SMINC. During operation, surface water runoff will enter the River 
Lee through the outfall pipe. This discharge would be subject to Environment Agency consent, and any 
conditions placed on that consent would be adhered to by the site managers. 

The activities during use of the venue would be limited to the buildings, other than vehicle movement on the 
access tracks. The site managers will be provided with the map showing nearby designated sites (Figure 1) 
and information on the features of ecological value in the area, and contact details of the LVRPA ecology 
team and project ecologists, so that advice can be obtained if unexpected issues arise. This will minimise 
risks of accidental damage to designated sites during operation. Subject to Environment Agency approval of 
the outfall, no impact is predicted. 

4.2. Habitats Outside Designated Sites 

4.2.1. Installation / decommissioning 
The proposed development site has been designed so that the buildings will be on an area of short mown 
amenity grassland outside any designated site. This grassland does not contribute to linear features used as 
wildlife corridors. It is a species-poor and common habitat type. The total area affected will be about 1.5 ha. 

7 http://www.environment-aqencv.qov.uk/business/444251/444731/ppq/?version=1&lana= e 
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The existing topsoil will be stored on site, following current best practice for the height of any storage 
mounds. After the buildings and hardstanding have been removed in autumn 2012 the topsoil will be re-
spread and reseeded. A mixture of native grassland species will be used. A suitable mixture will be agreed 
in advance with the LVRPA, so that an appropriate balance can be reached between taking opportunities to 
enhance plant species diversity through using a species-rich seed mixture and creating new grassland of 
similar appearance to the existing mown vegetation. 

The overall impact of the temporary loss of amenity grassland will be neutral. 

4.2.2. Operation 
The activities during use of the venue would be limited to the buildings, other than vehicle movement on the 
access tracks. The provision of information to the site managers on the features of ecological value in the 
area, as described in 4.1.2 above, will minimise risks of damage to habitats if unexpected issues arise. No 
impact is predicted. 

4.3. Bats 

4.3.1. Installation / decommissioning 
There are no features within the proposed development site with potential to be used by roosting bats. 
There are two trees with branches that slightly overhang the access track, and there might be a need for 
branch lopping. These sections of branch had no features likely to be used by roosting bats. 

The amenity grassland that forms most of the proposed development site is of negligible value to foraging 
bats. The rough grassland strip will contribute to foraging habitat, but the loss of this will be limited to narrow 
strips for the access tracks and surface water outfall pipe for bats' active season in a single year, after which 
they will be restored. During installation and decommissioning, it is understood that there will not be lit night-
time working. Therefore, works will not affect roosting, foraging or commuting bats. No impact is predicted. 

4.3.2. Operation 
It is understood that there will be no exterior lights and no additional lighting of the access route to the 
temporary basketball venue. Therefore, there will be no potential for lighting to affect bats foraging and 
commuting activity along habitat corridors around the edges of the survey site. Night time traffic will be 
limited to small numbers of vehicles as activity will cease at 9pm and the only subsequent activity at the site 
will be cleaning of the buildings, involving small numbers of staff. Therefore, no increase in bat mortality due 
to road collisions is predicted. 

4.4. Water Voles and Otters 

4.4.1. Installation / decommissioning 
The section of the River Lee where works would be required for installation of the outfall does not provide 
suitable habitat for water voles, and therefore no impacts on water voles are predicted. 

There are no suitable sheltering sites for otters along this reach of the Lee, but otters might occasionally 
move along the river, as their range is gradually increasing in South East England. However, it is understood 
that installation and decommissioning works would not be undertaken at night and there will not be any 
night-time lighting. Therefore, the works will not result in disturbance of otters and no impact is predicted. 

4.4.2. Operation 
No lights are proposed that will cause light spill onto the River Lee. The venue is only for training athletes 
and should therefore not result in increased public presence along the towpath. The towpath is already 
subject to public use due to the presence of moored narrow boats. Therefore, if otters do move along the 
River Lee during 2012 there will be no additional disturbance as a result of the presence of the temporary 
Basketball training venue. No impact is predicted. 

Atkins 18 



Leyton Marsh - Ecology Report 

4.5. Birds 

4.5.1. Installation I decommissioning 
The proposed development site does not contain any areas likely to be used by nesting birds. There are two 
trees with branches that slightly overhang the access track, and there might be a need for branch lopping. 
These sections of branch would be unlikely to be used for nesting. However, as a final precaution, if it is 
intended that they are cut back a check for occupied bird nests will be undertaken prior to the work. This will 
be done no more than 24 hours prior to any works being undertaken. This minimises opportunities for nest 
building between the survey and the start of works. Any nest in use or being built during this inspection will 
need to be left undamaged, with an appropriate buffer of surrounding vegetation, for the entire nesting period 
and alternative approaches to the works proposed. 

The amenity grassland that forms most of the proposed development site is of negligible value to foraging 
birds. The rough grassland strip could contribute to foraging habitat, but the loss of this will be limited to 
narrow strips for the access tracks and surface water outfall pipe for spring, summer and part of autumn in a 
single year, after which they will be restored. The minimal areas involved will not reduce the playing field's 
overall value to foraging birds. Therefore, works should not affect nesting or feeding bats. No impact is 
predicted. 

4.5.2. Operation 
The activities during use of the venue will be limited to the buildings, other than vehicle movement on the 
access tracks. No impact is predicted. 

4.6. Reptiles and amphibians 

4.6.1. Installation I decommissioning 
The majority of the proposed development area is unsuitable for reptiles or amphibians. The rough 
grassland might make a minor contribution to the habitat of common reptiles and amphibians. The area to 
be removed will be lost for one spring, summer and part of autumn and then restored. Although the rough 
grassland is not optimal habitat, there is a slight risk that common reptiles or amphibians could be present 
during vegetation clearance for the access tracks and outfall pipe installation. All native reptiles have legal 
protection from intentional killing and injury (Appendix B). Therefore, before vegetation or topsoil is 
removed, the strips of rough grassland to be affected will be hand searched by an ecologist. Any reptile or 
amphibian found would be moved to safe alternative habitat outside the working area. 

Great crested newts are not known to be present in the local area, and the only habitat of marginal suitability 
for them that would be affected would be the rough grassland. However, great crested newts and their 
places of shelter have legal protection (Appendix B). As a precaution, Natural England's risk assessment 
(within WLM-A14-28, great crested newt method statement) can be used to consider whether loss of the area 
of rough grassland would be likely to result in an offence if the nearest water body were to support great 
crested newts. In this instance, with the temporary loss of approximately 0.025 ha, over 100 m from the 
nearest water body, Natural England's calculator indicated that any offence would be highly unlikely. 
Furthermore, there is not good habitat connectivity to the area where works would occur. Also, there is 
abundant foraging habitat within the SSSI to the north and no ponds beyond the proposed development area 
to the south, so there would be no strong reason for newts to move towards the proposed development area. 
Even if great crested newts were present in the SSSI it is not expected that they would be encountered at 
this proposed development site. In the highly unlikely event that a great crested newt was encountered 
during the hand search described above, work will be halted and the approach to the work will be re-
considered. 

8 http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/regulation/wildlife/licences/applicationforms.aspx 
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Therefore, with the precautionary approach to vegetation clearance, any impact on reptiles and amphibians 
will be neutral. 

4.6.2. Operation 
The activities during use of the venue will be limited to the buildings, other than vehicle movement on the 
access tracks. No impact is predicted. 

4.7. Edible Fungi 

4.7.1. Installation / decommissioning 
Any fungi growing within the soil and turf in the areas where topsoil will be removed will be disturbed during 
the operation. The habitats present would not be expected to support rare or specially protected species. 
The measures to protect and restore habitats on the proposed development site will mean that the existing 
topsoil is returned to the site. This means that, while existing fungal features such as 'fairy rings', caused by 
fungal mycelia9 interacting with the plant roots beneath the grass sward will be disrupted, the species of fungi 
present will still be retained as spores in the stored topsoil. The soil will be replaced in autumn 2012, giving 
fungi the opportunity to recolonise from spores within the soil as well as spores blown from the fruiting bodies 
of fungi growing in other parts of the field. Grassland habitats will be restored. Therefore, while the growth 
will be disrupted, the species present should not be lost from the site. The long term impact will be neutral. 

4.7.2. Operation 
The activities during use of the venue will be limited to the buildings, other than vehicle movement on the 
access tracks. No impact is predicted. 

4.8. Enhancement Opportunities 
The measures that are described above will be undertaken by the developer. In addition to these, the 
payment package to be provided to LVRPA includes £65,000 which LVRPA have confirmed will be spent on 
improvements at Leyton Marsh. 

Part of the funding will be spent on its amenity value. This will not be of direct benefit to wildlife, but may 
have some minor indirect benefit. The measures appear not to be major ones that would attract additional 
visitors to the local area, but smaller scale works that could encourage visitors to spend more time in Leyton 
Marsh rather than neighbouring areas. This might have beneficial results through reducing visitor pressure 
on Walthamstow Marshes SSSI to the north. However, any effect will be limited and visitor pressure has not 
been noted as a particular problem at the SSSI in recent condition assessments10. 

Part of the funding will be spent on measures of direct benefit to wildlife at Leyton Marsh. LVRPA have 
stated that these will include provision of bird and bat boxes and an artificial otter holt (section 1.2 of this 
report and Cath Patrick, pers. comm.). The boundaries of Leyton Marsh support scrub, but there are a 
limited numbers of mature trees. The provision of boxes would provide further opportunities for nesting birds 
and roosting bats. For bats in particular, the scrub provides good potential foraging habitat but very limited 
roosting opportunities at present. Near the river, in the south west of the survey area there are trees in an 
area without public access. The LVRPA could therefore give consideration to the potential to install a larger 
bat box suitable for hibernation as well as summer roosting, in that area. Otters have been recorded in the 
Lee Valley and their range and numbers are increasing in South East England. They need safe sheltering 
places that are not subject to human disturbance. Potential has been identified for an artificial otter holt to be 
installed in the south west of the survey area close to the river bank. 

9 The vegetative part of a fungus, as opposed to the 'fruiting', spore-producing, bodies of some species, that 
are visible above ground (e.g. mushrooms) 
10 http://www.sssi.naturalengland.org.uk/special/sssi/unit_details.cfm?situnt_id=1005169 
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It is understood that LVRPA will also give consideration to use of some of the funds for enhancement of the 
adjacent Walthamstow Marshes SSSl. However, any works affecting the SSSl require permission of Natural 
England, so plans for the SSSl would be subject to such permission being obtained. One option would be 
planting additional native trees and shrub species in the treeline on the bank that separates the SSSl from 
Leyton Marsh. At present, there is a gap in the line of mature trees along this bank. Additional planting 
could strengthen the bank's potential value as a wildlife corridor, such as by providing a stronger linear 
feature for foraging bats. LVRPA have also identified that public access has caused damage to wet 
grassland habitats within the SSSl. Some of the funding could contribute to extending an existing length of 
boardwalk, maintaining accessibility while improving habitat protection. 
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5. Residual Impacts 
This assessment is based on the assumption that the structure will be installed in March 2012, and removed 
in autumn 2012, with restoration of the grassland and enhancement works on other areas within the Lee 
Valley. The assessment is also based on the understanding that there would be no external lights on the 
venue. 

Recommendations for mitigation have been made, and agreed with the applicant. These are described 
above in Section 4 and include: 

• Toolbox talk to ensure construction site staff are aware of the designated sites; 
• High visibility fencing to minimise risks of incursion into habitat outside the working area; 
• Precautionary search of rough grassland areas by an ecologist for reptile's amphibians and invasive 

plants and presence of an ecologist during vegetation clearance within the Site of Metropolitan 
Importance for Nature Conservation; 

• Careful storage of topsoil and reinstatement of grassland with a suitable native grassland seed 
mixture. 

With these mitigation measures, the overall impact of the proposed development on nature conservation will 
be neutral. In addition, through a payment to Lee Valley Regional Park Authority, the development will result 
in enhancement of Leyton Marsh and a long term benefit to nature conservation. With these enhancements, 
there will be a minor positive impact. 
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Appendix B. Summary of Key 
Relevant Nature Conservation 
Legislation 

Species Legislation 
(England & Wales) 

Offences Licensing procedures 
(England & Wales) and Guidance 

Bats 
European 
protected 
species 

Conservation of Habitats 
and Species Regulations 
2010 (as amended) Reg 
41 

Deliberately1 capture, injure or kill 
a bat; deliberate disturbance2 of 
bats; or damage or destroy a 
breeding site or resting place used 
by a bat. 
[The protection of bat roosts is 
considered to apply regardless of 
whether bats are present.] 

A Natural England (NE) licence in respect of 
development is required in England or a 
licence from the Welsh Assembly 
Government in consultation with Countryside 
Council of Wales (CCW) in Wales. 
European Protected Species: Mitigation 
Licensing- How to get a licence (NE 2010) 

Bat Mitigation Guidelines (English Nature 
2004) 
Bat Workers Manual (JNCC 2004) 

Wildlife and Countryside 
Act 1981 (as amended) 
S.9 

Intentionally or recklessly obstruct 
access to any structure or place 
used for shelter or protection or 
disturb a bat in such a place. 

Licence from NE or CCW is required for 
surveys (scientific purposes) that would 
involve disturbance of bats or entering a 
known or suspected roost site. 

Otter 
European 
protected 
species 

Conservation of Habitats 
and Species Regulations 
2010 (as amended) Reg 
41 

Deliberately1 capture, injure or kill 
an otter; deliberate disturbance2 of 
otters; or damage or destroy a 
breeding site or resting place used 
by an otter. 

Licences issued for development by Natural 
England or from the Welsh Assembly 
Government in consultation with Countryside 
Council for Wales. 

European Protected Species: Mitigation 
Licensing- How to get a licence (NE 2010) 

Wildlife and Countryside 
Act 1981 (as amended) 
S.9 

Intentionally or recklessly obstruct 
access to any structure or place 
used for shelter or protection or 
disturb an otter in such a place. 

No licence is required for survey in England 
or Wales. However, a licence would be 
required if the survey methodology involved 
disturbance. 

Water vole Wildlife and Countryside 
Act 1981 (as amended) 
S.9 

Intentionally kill, injure or take 
water voles; intentionally or 
recklessly damage, destroy or 
obstruct access to any structure or 
place used for shelter or protection 
or disturb a water vole in such a 
place. 

No licence is required for survey in England 
or Wales, unless you are likely to commit an 
action that is otherwise illegal. 

There are currently no licensing purposes 
that explicitly cover development activities or 
activities associated with the improvement or 
maintenance of waterways. However when a 
proposed lawful activity has no opportunity 
to retain water voles within a development 
site and their translocation would result in a 
conservation benefit then a licence from 
Natural England or the Countryside Council 
for Wales may be obtained. 

The Water Vole Conservation Handbook (R. 
Strachan & T. Moorhouse, Wildlife 
Conservation Research Unit, 2nd Edition 
2006) 

England: Water voles and development 
licensing policy -NE Technical Information 
Note TIN042 2008 

Wales; Water Voles - Guidance for recent 
legislation changes (2008) 
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Species Legislation 
(England & Wales) 

Offences Licensing procedures 
(England & Wales) and Guidance 

Birds Wildlife and Countryside 
Act 1981 (as amended) 
S.1 

Intentionally kill, injure or take any 
wild bird; intentionally take, 
damage or destroy the nest of any 
wild bird while that nest is in use or 
being built; intentionally take or 
destroy the nest or eggs of any 
wild bird. 

[Special penalties are liable for 
these offences involving birds on 
Schedule 1 (e.g. most birds of 
prey, kingfisher, barn owl, black 
redstart, little ringed plover).] 

Intentionally or recklessly disturb a 
Schedule 1 species while it is 
building a nest or is in, on or near 
a nest containing eggs or young; 
intentionally or recklessly disturb 
dependent young of such a 
species. 

No licences are available to disturb any birds 
in regard to development. 

Licences are available in certain 
circumstances to damage or destroy nests, 
but these only apply to the list of licensable 
activities in the Act and do not cover 
development. 

General licences are available in respect of 
'pest species' but only for certain very 
specific purposes e.g. public health, public 
safety, air safety. 

Great crested 
newt 
European 
protected 
species 

Conservation of Habitats 
and Species Regulations 
2010 (as amended) Reg 
41 

Deliberately1 capture, injure or kill 
a great crested newt; deliberate 
disturbance2 of a great crested 
newt; deliberately take or destroy 
its eggs; or damage or destroy a 
breeding site or resting place used 
by a great crested newt. 

Licences issued for development by Natural 
England or from the Welsh Assembly 
Government in consultation with the 
Countryside Council for Wales. 

European Protected Species: Mitigation 
Licensing- How to get a licence (NE 2010) 

Great Crested Newt Mitigation Guidelines 
(English Nature 2001) 

Great crested 
newt 
European 
protected 
species 

Wildlife and Countryside 
Act 1981 (as amended) 
S.9 

Intentionally or recklessly obstruct 
access to any structure or place 
used for shelter or protection or 
disturb a great crested newt in 
such a place. 

Licences issued for science (survey), 
education and conservation by Natural 
England or the Countryside Council for 
Wales. 

Adder 

Common lizard 
Grass snake 
Slow worm 

Wildlife and Countryside 
Act 1981 S. 9(1) (part); 
S.9(5) 

Intentionally kill or injure any 
common reptile species. 

No licence is required in England or Wales. 

However an assessment for the potential of 
a site to support reptiles should be 
undertaken prior to any development works 
which have potential to affect these animals. 

Plants 
Invasive 
species e.g. 
Japanese 
knotweed, 

hybrid 
knotweed, 

giant knotweed, 

giant hogweed, 

rhododendron, 

Himalayan 
balsam 

Wildlife and Countryside 
Act 1981 S.14 

It is illegal to plant or otherwise 
cause to grow in the wild these 
species. 

Any contaminated soil or plant material is 
classified as controlled waste and should be 
disposed of in a suitably licensed landfill site, 
accompanied by appropriate Waste Transfer 
documentation, and must comply with 
section 34 of the Environmental Protection 
Act 1990. 

The Knotweed Code of Practice 
(Environment Agency 2006) 

Guidance on Section 14 of the Wildlife and 
Countryside Act, 1981 (Defra 2010) 

'Deliberate capture or killing is taken to include "accepting the possibility" of such capture or killing 

deliberate disturbance of animals includes in particular any disturbance which is likely a) to impair their ability (i) to survive, to breed or 
reproduce, or to rear or nurture their young, or (ii) in the case of animals of hibernating or migratory species, to hibernate or migrate; or b) 
to affect significantly the local distribution or abundance of the species to which they belong. 

Lower levels of disturbance not covered by the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 remain an offence under the 
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 although a defence is available where such actions are the incidental result of a lawful activity that 
could not reasonably be avoided. 
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Site Designation Legislation 
(England & Wales) 

Protection Guidance 

Special Area of 
Conservation (SAC) 

Special Protection 
Area (SPA) 

Wetland of 
International 
Importance (Ramsar 
site) 

Conservation of Habitats 
and Species 
Regulations 2010 (as 
amended) 

EC Directive on the 
conservation of natural 
habitats and of wild 
fauna and flora 
(92/42/EEC). 

EC Directive on the 
conservation of wild 
birds (79/409/EEC). 

Convention on Wetlands 
of International 
Importance especially as 
Waterfowl Habitat 1971 
(the Ramsar 
Convention). 

Planning controls are 
effected through Part 2 of 
the Conservation of 
Habitats and Species 
regulations 2010 (Reg 21) 
and Part 6 (Regs 61-67). 

The legislation for the Site 
of Special Scientific 
Interest which will 
underpin each designation 
also applies. 

These sites are given 
protection through policies 
in the Local Development 
Plan. 

Formal Appropriate Assessment is required 
before undertaking, or giving consent, 
permission or other authorisation for a plan or 
project which is likely to have a significant 
effect on such a site. 

Planning Policy Statement 9: Biodiversity and 
Geological Conservation (ODPM 2005) and 
the accompanying joint Circular (ODPM 
Circular 6/2005 & Defra Circular 01/2005) for 
England or Technical Advice Note 5 in Wales. 

Site of Special 
Scientific Interest 
(SSSI) 

Wildlife and Countryside 
Act 1981 (as amended) 

It is an offence to carry out 
or permit to be carried out 
any potentially damaging 
operation. 

SSSIs are given protection 
through policies in the 
Local Development Plan. 

Owners, occupiers, public bodies and statutory 
undertakers must give notice and obtain the 
appropriate consent under S.28 before 
undertaking operations likely to damage a 
SSSI. 

S.28G places a duty on all public bodies to 
further the conservation and enhancement of 
SSSIs. 

Planning Policy Statement 9: Biodiversity and 
Geological Conservation (ODPM 2005) for 
England or Technical Advice Note 5 in Wales. 

Local Nature 
Reserve (LNR) 

National Parks and 
Access to the 
Countryside Act 1949 
S.21 

LNRs are given protection 
through policies in the 
Local Development Plan. 

LNRs are generally owned and managed by 
local authorities. 

Development proposals that would potentially 
affect a LNR would need to provide a detailed 
justification for the work, an assessment of 
likely impacts, together with proposals for 
mitigation and restoration of habitats lost or 
damaged. 

Planning Policy Statement 9: Biodiversity and 
Geological Conservation (ODPM 2005) for 
England or Technical Advice Note 5 in Wales. 

Site of Importance 
for Nature 
Conservation (SINC) 

There is no statutory 
designation for SINCs. 

SINCs are given 
protection through policies 
in the Local Development 
Plan. 

In Greater London, SINCs 
are divided into Sites of 
Metropolitan, Borough 
(Grade I), Borough (Grade 
II) and Local Importance 
for Nature Conservation 

Development proposals that would potentially 
affect a SINC would need to provide a detailed 
justification for the work, an assessment of 
likely impacts, together with proposals for 
mitigation and restoration of habitats lost or 
damaged. 

Planning Policy Statement 9: Biodiversity and 
Geological Conservation (ODPM 2005) for 
England or Technical Advice Note 5 in Wales. 
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Appendix C. Walthamstow Marshes 
SSSI Citation 
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COUNTY: GREATER LONDON SITE NAME: WALTHAMSTOW MARSHES 

BOROUGH: WALTHAM FOREST 

Status: Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) notified under Section 28 of the 
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. 

Local Planning Authority: Waltham Forest 

National Grid Reference: TQ 352875 

Ordnance Survey Sheet 1:50,000: 177 

Area: 36.7 (ha.) approx 90.7 (ac.) approx 

1:10,000: TQ 38 NW & TQ 38 NE 

Date Notified (Under 1949 Act): Date of Last Revision: -

Date Notified (Under 1981 Act): 1985 Date of Last Revision: -

Other Information: 

New site: adjoins Walthamstow Reservoirs SSSI. 

Reasons for Notification: 
Walthamstow Marshes are one of the last remaining examples of semi-natural wetland 
in Greater London. They contain a variety of plant communities typical of a former 
flood plain location, such as a range of neutral grassland types, sedge marsh, reed 
swamp, sallow scrub and areas of tall herb vegetation. Associated with this diversity of 
habitat are several species of plant and insect which are uncommon in the London area. 
Traditionally, Walthamstow Marshes were managed as 'Lammas Land': they were shut 
up for hay from early April to mid August and then opened up for grazing by 
commoners' horses and cattle. With the decline of this traditional management earlier 
this century it seems likely that the taller more aggressive plants were favoured. 
Although there are several areas of tall herb, tall grass or tall fen communities, shorter 
plants continue to survive. One of the more interesting species is adder's tongue fern 
Ophioglossum vulgatum, and its presence is considered to be indicative of the ancient 
origin of the grassland communities. 

The areas of relatively dry grassland are dominated by a variety of common grasses, 
with bents Agrostis species and clovers Trifolium species co-dominating in the 
shortest, driest turfs. Herbs associated with this community include burnet saxifrage 
Pimpinella saxifraga, bird's-foot-trefoil Lotus corniculatus and common agrimony 
Agrimonia eupatoria. The wetter areas of grassland are often characterised by single 
species stands of reed grass Phalaris arundinacea, tufted hair grass Deschampsia 
cespitosa, brown sedge Carex disticha, and great hairy willowherb Epilobium hirsutum 
or clumps of comfrey Symphytum species or michaelmas daisy Aster species. Adder's 
tongue fern is scattered throughout this community, and also present are ragged robin 
Lychnis flos-cuculi, square-stemmed St John's wort Hypericum tetrapterum and 
meadowsweet Filipendula ulmaria. The latter species is common over much of the 
marsh and forms dense stands in a number of places. 

In the lower lying areas sedges are common and the hybrid 'graceful' sedge Carex x 
subgracilis forms some of the most extensive stands. In total 7 species of sedge and 
one hybrid are present on the marshes. Reed Phragmites australis tends to dominate the 
wettest parts of the site and is generally present as single species stands. Sedges, reed 
grasses, and reedmace Typha latifolia are well represented in the network of ditches: 
several of these species are present together with other bankside plants along the 
Coppermill stream. The main ditch of the 'Triangle' also contains a good variety of 
wetland plants such as water dropwort Oenanthefistulosa, water plantains Alisma 



species, water whorl-grass Catabrosa aquatica, gypsywort Lycopus europaeus and 
marsh bedstraw Galium palustre. 

The marshes contain several species of insect with a restricted distribution in the 
London area such as the Essex skipper butterfly Thymelicus lineola, an uncommon 
hoverfly Volucella inanis and a pyralid moth Shoeribius micronellus. This latter species 
is a marshland species and its presence together with that of Roesel's bush cricket 
Metrioptera roeselii are indicative of the likely antiquity of the marshland habitat. The 
insect fauna includes other moths as well as flies and a bug of local distribution. 

The breeding bird community contains several species typically associated with 
marshland habitats such as reed bunting, reed, sedge and willow warblers. A variety of 
wintering birds visit the marshes and neighbouring reservoirs while in autumn flocks of 
finches are to be found feeding on the seeds of the tall herbs. 
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Appendix D. Lea Valley SMINC 
Description 

Site of Metropolitan Importance for Nature Conservation 

Site Reference: M071 

Site Name: Lea Valley 

Summary: This sprawling series of open spaces, in the valley of the River Lea, includes lakes, 
reservoirs, marshes and wet grassland. The wonderfully diverse range of wetland 
habitats has made the area a haven for many rare plants and a tremendous range of 
birds. 

Grid Ref: TQ 354 906 

Area: 947.15 ha 

Boroughs: Enfield, Hackney, Haringey, Newham, Tower Hamlets and Waltham Forest 

Habitats: Canal, marsh / swamp, pond / lake, reed bed, ruderale, running water, scrub, secondary 
woodland, semi-improved neutral grassland, wet ditches, wet grassland, wet woodland / carr 

Access: Free public access (part of the site) 

Ownership: Lee Valley Regional Park Authority, Thames Water, British Waterways, London Borough of 
Hackney 

Site Description: 

This large site includes: the River Lee Navigation, River Lea and associated watercourses downstream to 
the tidal limit in Tower Hamlets; Ramney Marsh; King George V and Will iam Girling Reservoirs; 
Walthamstow Marshes and Reservoirs; and the new Middlesex Filter Beds nature reserve. The river below 
the tidal limit is included in the River Thames and tidal tributaries Metropolitan Site. 

The watercourses support a diverse aquatic flora including many regionally uncommon species: river water 
dropwort (Oenanthe fluviatilis), tubular water-dropwort (O. fistulosa), whorl-grass (Catabrosa aquatica), 
arrowhead (Sagittaria sagittifolia), flowering-rush (Butomus umbellastus) and stream water-crowfoot 
(Ranunculus penicillatus). A population of the nationals rare and specially protected creeping marshwort 
(Apium repens) has recently been discovered beside a ditch on Walthamstow Marshes, the second of only 
two sites remaining in the country. Brookweed (Samolus valerandi) and blunt-flowered rush (Juncus 
subnodulosus), both very rare in London, grow nearby. Wet marshy grassland supports marsh arrowgrass 
(Triglochin palustre), marsh marigold (Caltha palustris), adder's tongue fern (Ophioglossum vulgatum) and 
the hybrid sedge Carex x subgracilis. Neutral grassland supports bee orchid (Ophrys apifera), grass 
vetchling (Lathyrus nissolia) and the nationally scarce yellow vetchling Lathyrus aphaca). 

The site is immensely important for its avifauna; the valley holds internationally important numbers of 
wintering gadwall and shoveler. Breeding birds include kingfisher, little ringed plover, skylark and yellow 
wagtail; London's largest heronry is at Walthamstow Reservoirs. The Chingford and Walthamstow 
Reservoirs are a major refuge for nationally and regionally important numbers of waterfowl, including tufted 
duck, great crested grebe, goosander and goldeneye. Nationally rare wintering and passage species are 
regularly reported. 

The site is very important for the specially protected water vole, which is locally abundant. The specially 
protected great crested newt also occurs; fish include the declining bullhead. The reed beds and other 
riparian habitats support a nationally important assemblage of invertebrates. This includes several nationally 
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scarce moths, such as the dotted fan-foot, Webb's wainscot and brown-veined wainscot. The red-eyed 
damselfly (Erythromma najas), which is scarce in London, also occurs. 

Walthamstow Marshes, Chingford Reservoirs and Walthamstow Reservoirs are Sites of Special Scientific 
Interest and part of an Important Birds Area. Walthamstow Reservoirs are within the Lea Valley Special 
Protection Area (EU Birds Directive) and Ramsar Site. Walthamstow Marshes and Waterworks Nature 
Reserve won Green Flag Awards for 2006/7. 

Site first notified: 19/01/1988 

Boundary last changed: 01/05/2002 

Mayor Agreed: 25/11/2002 

Citation last edited: 14/08/2006 

Last Updated: 11/04/2007 
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Appendix E. Plants noted in 
grassland area of Leyton Marsh, 
January 2012 

Perennial ryegrass 
Cock's-foot 
False oat-grass 
Bent (sp.) 
Yorkshire-fog 
Timothy 
Ribwort plantain 
Cow parsley 
Common knapweed (two individual plants noted in rough grassland at eastern edge of field) 
Dandelion 
White clover 
Yarrow 
Creeping cinquefoil 
Mugwort 
Moss (sp.) 
Daisy 
Cranesbill (sp.) 
Common Ragwort 
Burdock (sp.) 
Common Nettle 
Creeping thistle 
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Appendix F. Consultation with Natural 
England 

From: Coath, Dominic (NE) fmailto:Dominic.Coath(a)naturalenqland.orq.uk1 
Sent: 09 January 2012 14:07 
To: Nick Finney 

Subject: RE: Leyton Marsh - Olympic Basketball Training Venue 

Hi Nick, 
I did receive the consultation but as it was over the Christmas period it slipped past me and ended up at our 
main casework hub, who gave the Council a standard no comment response. Apologies for this, the fault is 
entirely mine and I usually make sure I at least have sight of all Olympics planning applications. On this 
occasion however, having now had a chance to look at the PDAS you sent me, I have no ecological issues 
to raise so the standard response that we have already sent out effectively stands. 

Best wishes 

Dominic 

From: Nick Finney rmailto:Nick.Finnev(5)arup.com1 
Sent: 03 January 2012 12:00 
To: Coath, Dominic (NE) 

Subject : RE: Leyton Marsh - Olympic Basketball Training Venue 

Dear Dominic, 
Have you received the consultation from Waltham Forest (Ref: 2011/1560) on the temporary 
basketball training venue at Leyton Marsh? 

If you have provided a response it would be good to see this so that we can respond to any 
ecological concerns. 

Kind Regards 

Nick 

Nick Finney 

Senior Planner 

Arup 

From: Coath, Dominic (NE) [mailto:Dominic.Coath(anaturalenqland.orq.uk1 
Sent: 24 October 2011 10:12 
To: Nick Finney 
Subject : RE: Leyton Marsh - Olympic Basketball Training Venue [Filed 01 Nov 2011 10:51] 
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Dear Nick, 

Thank you for consulting with Natural England prior to submission of this planning application. It is useful to 
see the proposed plans and I have no immediate concerns but there is not very much I can say at this stage 
given the information received. I understand that the site will be re-instated but I am not clear what its 
existing value and use is particularly in terms of its ecology (I am not familiar with the site). As a general rule 
and where appropriate/relevant we would expect to see the ODA explore the potential for ecological 
enhancements alongside reinstatement. 

I hope this is helpful for now. 

Yours sincerely 

Dominic 

From: Nick Finney rmailto:Nick.Finney@arup.coml 
Sent : 06 October 2011 16:28 
To: Coath, Dominic (NE) 

Subject: Leyton Marsh - Olympic Basketball Training Venue 

Dear Dominic 
Lee Valley Training Venue 

(Leyton Marsh, Lea Bridge Road, Leyton) 

I write on behalf of the Olympic Delivery Authority (ODA) regarding the proposed temporary 
Basketball Training Venue at Leyton Marsh for which we are to shortly submit a planning 
application to the London Borough of Waltham Forest. 

The Olympic and Paralympic Games requires 4 basketball training courts of a size that meets 
international FIBA standards within a short distance of the Olympic Park. Two have been found at 
Hackney Community College and Barking Abbey School. Leyton Marsh provides a suitable 
available site for the remaining two. The ODA has agreed a licence with the Lee Valley Regional 
Park to occupy an area within Leyton Marsh for this purpose and to be accessed from the existing 
vehicular access point adjacent to the Lee Valley Ice Centre. 

Proposal 

We attach the proposed layout plan which shows the area proposed for this use and the layout of 
buildings within the site. We have sought to minimise the area occupied and have ensured that 
public access will be maintained to the remainder of the Marsh and footpath routes not altered. The 
site will be enclosed by a 3m high perimeter fence and accessed from spurs off the existing access 
track. 

The proposed buildings are all temporary event structures that do not require foundation work and 
will be serviced from within the site. The main court buildings will be 11m in height. A skim of 
topsoil will be removed to enable the site to be completely level for the building installation and 
roadway construction. This soil will be stored on site to be used in the site reinstatement. 
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The site will be occupied by approximately 30 members of staff and two basketball teams at a time 
for 90 minute training sessions. The teams will arrive at the site by coach ensuring that there will be 
limited vehicle movements generated. It will operate from 9am until 9pm after which only security 
staff will monitor the site overnight. The site will not be open to members of the public. 

The agreement with Lee Valley Regional Park allows access to the site from March 2012 after 
which works could commence to ensure that the facility is ready in good time prior to the Games. 
Works to remove the buildings and reinstate the site would commence immediately after the end of 
their use during the Paralympic Games. 

Reinstatement 

Following the Olympic and Paralympic Games the site will be fully restored to its existing 
condition with the temporary buildings removed, the roadways and hard surfacing broken up for 
recycling and the removed top soil re-laid and seeded. 

More detailed information regarding the proposal will be supplied to the London Borough of 
Waltham Forest with our planning application and I can also forward this when the application is 
made if requested. 

It would be greatly appreciated if you could please let me have any comments you may have on this 
proposal by the 20th October which will enable us to consider these before we make our formal 
planning submission to the London Borough of Waltham Forest. 

If you have any questions or queries please let me know. 

Kind Regards 

Nick 

Nick Finney 

Senior Planner 

Arup 

13 Fitzroy Street London W I T 4BQ United Kingdom 

t + 4 4 20 7636 1531 d + 4 4 20 7755 6203 

www.arup.com 
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Date: 22 December 2011 
Ourref: 41774 
Yourref: 2011/1560 

ENGLAND 

Development Management 
Waltham Forest Council 
Sycamore House 
Forest Road 
London 
E17 4JF 

Customer Services 
Hornbeam House 
Crewe Business Park 
Electra Way 
Crewe 
Cheshire CW1 6GJ 

T 0300 060 3900 

BY EMAIL O N L Y 

Dear Sir or Madam, 

Planning consultation: 2011/1560 Formation of a temporary basketball training venue 
Location: Leyton Marsh Behind Lee Valley Ice-Centre Lea Bridge Road London E10 7QL 

Thank you for your consultation on the above, dated 29 November and received by Natural England on 
12 December 2011 . 

Natural England is a non-departmental public body. Our statutory purpose is to ensure that the natural 
environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benefit of present and future generations, 
thereby contributing to sustainable development. 

From the information provided with this application, this proposal does not appear to affect any 
statutorily protected sites or landscapes or have significant impacts on the conservation of soils, nor is 
the proposal EIA development. The lack of comment from Natural England should not be interpreted 
as a statement that there are no impacts on the natural environment. Other bodies and individuals 
may be able to make comments that will help the Local Planning Authority (LPA) to fully take account 
of the environmental value of this site in the decision making process. 

However, we would expect the LPA to assess and consider the possible impacts resulting from this 
proposal on the following when determining this application: 

Protected species 
The following link to some guidance Natural England Standing Advice on our website has been 
produced to help the authority better understand the impact of this particular development on protected 
or BAP species should they be identified as an issue at this site and whether following receipt of survey 
information, the authority should undertake further consultation with Natural England. 

Local wildlife sites 
If the proposal site is on or adjacent to a local wildlife site, e.g. Site of Nature Conservation Importance 
(SNCI) or Local Nature Reserve (LNR) the authority should ensure it has sufficient information to fully 
understand the impact of the proposal on the local wildlife site before it determines the application. 
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Biodiversity enhancements 
This application may provide opportunities to incorporate features into the design which are beneficial 
to wildlife, such as the incorporation of roosting opportunities for bats or the installation of bird nest 
boxes. The authority should consider securing measures to enhance the biodiversity of the site from 
the applicant, if it is minded to grant permission for this application. This is in accordance with 
Paragraph 14 of PPS9. Additionally, we would draw your attention to Section 40 of the Natural 
Environment and Rural Communities Act (2006) which states that 'Every public authority must, in 
exercising its functions, have regard, so far as is consistent with the proper exercise of those functions, 
to the purpose of conserving biodiversity'. Section 40(3) of the same Act also states that 'conserving 
biodiversity includes, in relation to a living organism or type of habitat, restoring or enhancing a 
population or habitat'. 

Should the proposal be amended in a way which significantly affects its impact on the natural 
environment then, in accordance with Section 4 of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 
2006, Natural England should be consulted again. 

Please note, from the 1 April 2011 Natural England made new arrangments for how we receive and 
manage land use consultations. All consultations should now be sent to 
consultations@naturalengland.org.uk . If it is not possible to consult us electronically, consultations 
should be sent to the following postal address: 

Natural England 
Consultation Service 
Hornbeam House 
Electra Way 
Crewe Business Park 
Crewe 
Cheshire 
CW1 6GJ 

For more information about the new arrangements, please see 
http://www.naturalengland.org. uk/outwork/planningtransportlocalgov/spatialplanning/changes.aspx 

Yours faithfully 

Penny Dean 
Customer Service Consultation Team 
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Appendix G. Draft Ecology Toolbox 
Talk 

A map will be provided in the site office showing the location of the Lea Valley Site of Metropolitan 
Importance for Nature Conservation and the Walthamstow Marshes Site of Special Scientific Interest (Figure 
1). Where an ecological check is required prior to clearance of rough grassland and where work will affect 
the river bank (during installation and decommissioning) a specialist toolbox talk would be provided by the 
ecologist. For general site clearance and construction staff, a basic introduction to the wildlife issues on site 
will be provided as part of the standard health and safety induction to the site. This will include the following: 

Explain role of environment advisors and ecologists: 

• The River Lee and areas with trees are of particular value for wildlife so it is essential that we 
prevent pollution and physical damage. 

• During clearance of rough grassland and works close to the river, an ecologist or environmental co-
ordinator will be present. 

• The site manager will check each day during clearance and construction that all fences are erected 
and maintained particularly where works occur close to the River. Labelled high visibility fencing is 
used to mark areas with known wildlife value. Any damage to fences must be reported. Materials 
must not be stored outside the agreed working area. 

Other features of wildlife value on the site include: 

• Walthamstow Marshes, which is the series of fields north of the sports grounds, is of national 
importance for wildlife. There must be no incursion into that area. 

• The river corridor, trees, scrub and hedgerows are of value - fencing will be erected to protect these. 
• Nesting birds - birds and their nests have legal protection from harm while they are being built or 

used. 
• Japanese knotweed and giant hogweed - these legally controlled invasive species have been 

recorded in the Lee Valley. Strict controls must be in place working around them, and protective 
fencing must not be breached. For giant hogweed there are also health and safety implications for 
those working on the site 

• The unexpected - dealing with wildlife, there is always the potential for the unexpected. In 
particular, if any nesting birds, or newts, lizards or snakes are seen ecological advice must be 
obtained before any habitat clearance. If in doubt, report what you have seen to [ ], who will 
seek advice from the project ecologists as appropriate. 

General working principles: 

• The site should be kept clean and tidy at all times. This prevents litter blowing around and pollution of 
the river 

• Use official access routes 
• Workings by a river beware of Weil 's disease, always wash your hands before eating, and cover cuts 

on hands. 
• When on site, stay within the defined working corridors and areas. Regularly check that all signs and 

fencing are intact. 

Contact Details 
Environment: [ ] 
Ecology: [ ] 
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