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Perminder Purewal 
Democratic Services Officer 
Waltham Forest Town Hall 
Forest Road 
Walthamstow 
London, E17 4JF 
 
 
15 February 2017 
 
 
Dear Perminder 
 
Re: Your letter regarding my petition calling on the London Borough of Waltham Forest 
to scrap plans to rezone part of Leyton marshes for development 
 
Thank you for your letter dated 10 February 2017 regarding my request for the above petition 
to be debated at Full Council. 
 
You state that a petition will only be considered for debate in Full Council if it is signed by 
4000 people ‘who live, work or study in Waltham Forest’, that only 1455 signatories to my 
petition have a postcode that lies within the borough and that, unless I can demonstrate that 
another 2545 signatories work or study in Waltham Forest, the petition does not meet the 
threshold for a Council debate. 
 
It is not, as I am sure you are aware, possible to identify where signatories to a 38 Degrees 
petition work or study because the website only asks for their address. I am, however, asking 
you to make an exception to your rule for this petition, because the plan to rezone part of 
Leyton marshes does not solely affect Waltham Forest residents. The issue has regional 
significance. 
 
• 1183 signatories living in the London Borough of Hackney signed the petition. 

Residents of Hackney use Leyton marshes and the area around the Waterworks 
Centre as much, if not more, than residents of the London Borough of Waltham 
Forest. You plan to take away their recreational space; do they not have a right to be 
heard? 

• 1367 signatories living in other London boroughs and in Essex and Hertfordshire 
signed the petition. These people pay the Lee Valley Regional Park to look after the 
land on their behalf, via the precept. You plan to wipe away their investment in 
recreational space and land that acts as a green lung for this part of the country; do 
they not have a right to be heard? 

 



Failing to take all of these 4005 voices into account seems to run counter to the rules of 
natural justice. 
 
Furthermore, fewer signatories are needed in nearby boroughs to trigger debate at Full 
Council: 
 
• In Haringey, which has an estimated population of 267,540, a petition has to be 

signed by 2200 people before it is debated at Full Council. 
• In Redbridge, which has an estimated population of 278,970, the number drops to 

1500 people. 
• In Hackney, with an estimate population of 246,300, only 750 signatures are needed 

before a Full Council meeting will debate a petition. 
 
This means that, if the London Borough of Hackney were planning to rezone Leyton marshes 
for development, the petition would be debated at Full Council. Yet, here in Waltham Forest, 
which has an estimated population of 271,200 (less than the estimated population of 
Redbridge and not significantly more than the estimated populations of Haringey and 
Hackney), you appear to be trying to avoid a debate. 
 
The petition now has over 5000 signatures and continues to grow. I therefore hope you will 
acknowledge that due democratic process requires that this petition is debated at Full 
Council, and look forward to hearing from you shortly. 
 
With best wishes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Abigail Woodman 
 
cc. John Williams 

Cllr Clare Coghill, Cabinet Member for Economic Growth and High Streets 
Lucy Shomali, Director of Regeneration and Growth 


